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NEWS RELEASE            

                   24 March 2011 

 

Largest indoor vertical garden in Singapore’s CBD at Six Battery Road 
- Trust’s commitment to environmental sustainability 

 

Singapore, 24 March 2011 – CapitaCommercial Trust Management Limited, the Manager of 

CapitaCommercial Trust (CCT or Trust), is pleased to announce the official opening of the first and 

largest indoor vertical garden in Singapore’s Central Business District (CBD). Installed at the main 

lobby of Six Battery Road, a Grade A office building, the vertical garden will be an iconic attraction and 

a testament to the Green Mark Platinum award received by the building in May last year from the 

Building & Construction Authority of Singapore. Six Battery Road is the first building in the Trust to 

receive the Platinum award. In its commitment towards environmental sustainability, the Trust has 

received Green Mark Gold awards for its three prime office buildings, namely, Capital Tower, One 

George Street and Raffles City, and certified Green Mark awards for four of its other commercial 

properties.  

 

Named the “Rainforest Rhapsody”, the soaring indoor vertical garden at Six Battery Road of about 

2,000 square feet is populated by a rich array of about 120 plant species, sourced locally and other 

parts of Asia. Rainforest Rhapsody will be unveiled at Six Battery Road by Ms Grace Fu, Senior 

Minister of State for National Development and Education, at an official opening event on the evening 

of 24 March 2011. The design and installation of the vertical garden cost about S$750,000/-. 

 

This is the first vertical garden in Singapore created by Dr Patrick Blanc, in close collaboration with the 

CapitaLand team. Dr Blanc is an award-winning French botanist and creator of over 140 vertical 

gardens around the world.  Rainforest Rhapsody is designed with the various plant species arranged 

and planted in an oblique direction, inspired by the natural growth pattern of plants which grow along 

the cracks of rocks or any vertical surface.  It also represents the highest biodiversity level in terms of 

number of plant species per square foot amongst all the vertical gardens Dr Blanc has designed. Using 

a technique pioneered by Dr Blanc, the way the plants are grown in the vertical garden is similar to how 
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plants grow without soil on natural vertical cliff surfaces as well as epiphytically on the branches of 

rainforest trees throughout the world. At Six Battery Road, the vertical garden creates a new habitat for 

the 120 plant species in a built environment. Harvested rainwater and nutrients are absorbed by the 

plants through a controlled irrigation process. The plants absorb environmental pollutants, add oxygen 

to the air, and also refresh the building’s lobby.  

 

Ms Grace Fu, Senior Minister of State for National Development and Education, said, “This vertical 

garden is the centerpiece of the revitalised Six Battery Road’s main lobby. It represents CapitaLand’s 

commitment and leadership in environmental sustainability. I am happy to see such strong support from 

developers to integrate greenery with their skyrise developments. Skyrise greenery not only enhances 

the buildings aesthetically, it also brings about many other tangible benefits. In Singapore, skyrise 

greenery helps to reduce the urban heat island effect and enhance our biodiversity. It is one of the 

critical components of being truly a City in a Garden, where greenery is lush and pervasive.” 

 

Part of S$92-million asset enhancement initiative 
The installation of the vertical garden at Six Battery Road is part of a S$92-million asset enhancement 

initiative announced last May, which also won the building the Green Mark Platinum award for the 

substantially improved energy efficiency. The entire asset enhancement works will be implemented in 

phases while the building remains operational, and expected to be completed by end-2013.  

 

Phase One of the asset enhancement works has been completed with the official opening of Rainforest 

Rhapsody and the refurbished main lobby. New lobby features include upgraded lift lobbies, new 

turnstiles and a fresh scent of “Green Bamboo” that greets visitors as they enter into the building. Three 

art pieces on display at each of the ground level lift lobbies are the “Waterfall” paintings by Japanese 

artist, Mr Hiroshi Senju. Complementing the visual, olfactory and gustatory senses, Da Paolo Group will 

be opening its Gastronomia outlet in the lobby at the end of March. The café will offer its renowned 

array of sandwiches, pasta, pizza, salads, coffee and cakes. All these elements and Rainforest 

Rhapsody contribute to a warm and hospitable main lobby at Six Battery Road. 

 

Ms. Lynette Leong, Chief Executive Officer of the Manager, said, “In this asset enhancement, we have 

successfully combined environmentally-sustainable features together with upgraded aesthetic and 

technical specifications. As far as possible, we have used green label materials for the furnishings and 

finishes, and reused the onyx wall tiles in an attractive way. We have also changed the existing light 

fittings in our common areas to light emitting diode (LED) which will consume less energy. Additional 
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asset enhancement works will be executed in the next phases. These include the use of highly efficient 

chiller plant, installation of thermal energy storage system, high performance solar light tubes to reduce 

reliance on artificial lighting and the piloting of renewable energy source by harnessing energy from 

exhaust air on the rooftop to power a vertical wind turbine. Upon completion of the entire asset 

enhancement works, we expect to achieve 25% savings in the building’s energy consumption.  With 

this asset enhancement, Six Battery Road will uphold its attractiveness as a landmark Grade A office 

building strategically located in the heart of Singapore’s Central Business District.” 

 

– END – 

 
About CapitaCommercial Trust (www.cct.com.sg) 

CapitaCommercial Trust is Singapore’s first listed commercial REIT with a market capitalisation of 

about S$4 billion based on the last traded price of S$1.38 per unit on 23 March 2011. CCT aims to own 

and invest in real estate and real estate-related assets which are income producing and used, or 

predominantly used, for commercial purposes. The total asset size of CCT is S$6.2 billion as at 31 

December 2010, comprising a portfolio of nine prime properties in Singapore, as well as investments in 

Malaysia. The properties in Singapore are Capital Tower, Six Battery Road, One George Street, HSBC 

Building, Raffles City (60% interest through RCS Trust), Bugis Village, Wilkie Edge, Golden Shoe Car 

Park and Market Street Car Park. In addition, CCT is a substantial unitholder of Quill Capita Trust with 

30% unitholdings and has taken a 7.4% stake in the Malaysia Commercial Development Fund Pte. Ltd. 

(MCDF). Quill Capita Trust is a commercial REIT listed on Bursa Malaysia Securities Berhad, with a 

portfolio of ten commercial properties in Kuala Lumpur, Cyberjaya and Penang. MCDF is CapitaLand’s 

first and largest Malaysia private real estate fund with a focus on real estate development properties 

primarily in Kuala Lumpur and the Klang Valley, Malaysia. 

 

Effective from 18 September 2009, CCT is a constituent of FTSE4Good Index Series (FTSE4Good), a 

series of benchmark and tradable indices derived from the globally recognised FTSE Global Equity 

Index Series. FTSE4Good is designed to track the performance of companies meeting international 

corporate responsibility standards and forms the basis for over 70 different funds and investment 

products. 

 

CCT is managed by an external manager, CapitaCommercial Trust Management Limited, which is an 

indirect wholly-owned subsidiary of CapitaLand Limited, one of the largest real estate companies in 

Southeast Asia by market capitalisation. 
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______________________________________________________________________ 
Issued by CapitaCommercial Trust Management Limited  
(Company registration no. 200309059W)  

 
 
Contact  
Ho Mei Peng 
Head, Investor Relations & Communications 
DID: (65) 6826 5586 
Mobile: (65) 9668 8290 
Email:  ho.meipeng@capitaland.com 
 
 
Important Notice 
This release may contain forward-looking statements that involve assumptions, risks and uncertainties. Actual 
future performance, outcomes and results may differ materially from those expressed in forward-looking 
statements as a result of a number of risks, uncertainties and assumptions. Representative examples of these 
factors include (without limitation) general industry and economic conditions, interest rate trends, cost of capital 
and capital availability, competition from similar developments, shifts in expected levels of occupancy or property 
rental income, changes in operating expenses, including employee wages, benefits and training, governmental 
and public policy changes and the continued availability of financing in the amounts and the terms necessary to 
support future business. You are cautioned not to place undue reliance on these forward looking statements, 
which are based on current view of management on future events.  
 
The value of Units and the income derived from them may fall as well as rise. Units are not obligations of, 
deposits in, or guaranteed by, the Manager or any of its affiliates. An investment in Units is subject to investment 
risks, including the possible loss of the principal amount invested.  
  
Investors have no right to request the Manager to redeem or purchase their Units while the Units are listed. It is 
intended that Unitholders may only deal in their Units through trading on the SGX-ST. Listing of the Units on the 
SGX-ST does not guarantee a liquid market for the Units. 
  
The past performance of CCT is not necessarily indicative of the future performance of CCT. 


